
www.LLCCFoundation.org  |  1  |  llccfoundation@llcc.edu 

JULY 2025

Playgrounds and Partnerships: 
Investing in Our Youngest Learners

Caption

Lincoln Land Community 
College’s Child 
Development Center 
celebrated The Week of 
the Young Child (WOYC) 
from April 5-11, an 
annual event organized 
by the National 
Association for the 
Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) to 
recognize the importance 
of early childhood 
education. A highlight 
of the week was a special

Celebration of new playground equipment for LLCC Child Development Center with LLCC staff and children

celebration marking 
the installation of new 
playground equipment 
at the center.
	 The new playground 
equipment replaces 
structures that had been 
in place since the 1990s. 
Thanks to the generosity 
of the LRS Foundation - 
working in partnership 
with the LLCC 
Foundation and the 
college - this much-needed 
upgrade became a reality.

	 The center holds a 
special place in the hearts 
of the Levis. Ryan and 
Christin’s son, Landon, 
attended the center 
as a toddler. “The 
importance of having 
trusted staff in a safe, 
nurturing environment 
while you're at work is 
truly invaluable,” says Ryan 
Levi." We are incredibly 
grateful for the care 
and attention our son 
received during his time

       The importance of having trusted 
staff in a safe, nurturing environment 
while you're at work is truly invaluable,” 
says Ryan Levi. “We are incredibly 
grateful for the care and attention our
son received during his time at the center, 
and we want to help ensure that future 
generations of families have that same 
reassuring experience.

continued on page 2
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Playgrounds and Partnerships: Investing in Our Youngest Learners (cont.)

Former Child Development 
Center Student Landon Levi 
enjoys new playground

at the center, and we 
want to help ensure that 
future generations of 
families have that same 
reassuring experience.” 
	 Established in 1974, 
the Child Development 
Center is open to any 
child in the community 
from 15 months to 
kindergarten entry and 
currently serves 66 
children. The Center is 
DCFS licensed and has 
met additional standards 
of high-quality care 
including accreditation 
through the NAEYC 
and recognition by

llinois as a Gold Level 
program through 
ExceleRate Illinois. The 
Center has been set up 
to serve as a model of 
best practice in early 
childhood education 
for our community 
college district. "We 
employ highly qualified 
staff and serve as a 
learning lab for students 
in the early childhood 
education field as well 
as other disciplines 
within the college,” 
states Laura Rhodes, 
director of the Child 
Development Center. 	

	 The Center was 
awarded a Child Care 
Access Means Parents 
in School (CCAMPIS) 
grant to support the 
participation of 
low-income parents in
postsecondary education
through the provision 
of campus-based 
childcare services.  
The goal of the grant 
is to provide quality, 
affordable and accessible 
childcare services 
while parents further 
their education. The
CCAMPIS grant will 
cover childcare tuition

the home, development
needs and other 
family risk factors. The 
classroom is designed to 
supply high-quality early 
learning experiences to 
these children at no cost.

based on a student’s 
PELL grant status. 
	 The Center was also 
awarded a grant from 
the Illinois State Board 
of Education to offer a 
Preschool for All 
Expansion (PFAE) 
classroom at the center. 
Twenty spaces in the 
classroom are available 
to preschool children 
ages three to five who 
come from families 
with identified needs, 
including low income, 
a primary language 
other language other 
than English spoken in

Surf’s Up! Faculty and Staff 
Giving Surpasses $1million
Lincoln Land Community College Foundation’s annual faculty and staff giving 
campaign known as LEAGUE took place this spring. Employees were invited 
to “Catch the Wave” and enjoy a festive lunch set to Beach Boys inspired hits 
performed live by LLCC’s very own jazz band. The energy was high and so 
was the generosity! Thanks to incredible support, nearly $60,000 was raised. 
Our faculty and staff continue to ride the wave of giving, championing 
students and the educational programs that shape their futures.
	 Faculty and staff at LLCC have a proud tradition of supporting students 
and educational programs. Since 2003, their generosity has fueled the 
LEAGUE Campaign, raising more than $1 million. “Our faculty and staff 
are deeply invested in the college’s mission to transform lives and strengthen 
our communities through learning," stated Karen Sanders, vice president of
advancement and executive director of the LLCC Foundation. “We are proud 
to be a part a culture that believes in giving back.” 

LLCC Public Relations and Marketing team at photo booth

•	Technology to help 
visually impaired 
students with 
alternative descriptions 
to items such as written 
text and images.

•	Support for adult 
education graduation 
ceremonies.

•	Open education 
resources for 
students enrolled in 
Anatomy and 
Physiology.

•	A multi-use phantom 
that will be used to 
teach students in 
diagnostic medical 
sonography and 
cardiovascular
sonography programs.

•	A student clicker 
response system to 
assess student 
learning and 
comprehension and 
IV arm trainers for the 
radiography program.

•	Cameras for student 
use in the integrated 
media design 
program. Cameras 
will be 	available to 
students who do not 
have access to a 
digital camera.

Some of the monies raised from the LEAGUE 
campaign are used to award grants for equipment, 
technology and curriculum development. LEAGUE
grant awards were given for the following:

LLCC jazz band performs
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Sizzling With Style: 19th Annual 
Havana Nights Gala Brings the Heat

Guests of Premier Sponsor United Community Bank 
On Saturday, May 3, 
the 19th Annual Havana 
Nights Gala lit up the 
evening with Latin flair 
and unforgettable energy. 
From the moment 
guests arrived, they 
were whisked away to 
the tropics, greeted with 
a signature margarita 
and mouthwatering 
bites like tostones and 
Cubano tea sandwiches.
	 LLCC Alum Clifton 
Jones set the mood with 
smooth piano melodies 
as guests mingled 

beneath glowing lights 
and lush Cuban-themed 
décor. LLCC Hospitality 
Management and 
Culinary Arts students, 
dressed to impress in 
classic fedoras, wowed 
attendees with a 
decadent four-course 
dinner featuring 
poached lobster, filet 
and sea scallops.
	 As the sun dipped 
below the horizon, the 
energy only grew. The 
infectious rhythms of 
the Tambora band had

guests dancing the night 
away under the stars.		
	 More than just a 
dazzling night of food, 
music and celebration, 
the Gala continues to 
be a major fundraiser 
supporting the students 
and programs at LLCC.
“We are fortunate to 
have such wonderful 
community support of 
this event through 
sponsorships, ticket sales 
and auction purchases,” 
said Karen Sanders, 
vice president of 
advancement and 
executive director of 
the LLCC Foundation.		
	 With each passing 
year, the Gala proves 
it’s not just an event -
it’s an experience. 
Make plans to attend 
next year’s 20th 
anniversary Gala. Watch 
for more information 
coming soon at 
www.LLCCFoundation.org 
Interested in a 
sponsorship? Contact 
the LLCC Foundation 
at 217-786-2255.

LLCC Hospitality Management and Culinary Arts students 
ready to serve guests
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