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A Taste of Home 

Bill Harmon, LLCC ag professor and alum Yves Doumen, owner and organizer of 
Motherland Community Gardens.

After moving to Springfield, from Cameroon, Africa 
in 2017, Yves Doumen found that he longed for the 
homegrown vegetables that he grew and were a 
staple in his native country.  With an associate degree
in agriculture business from LLCC and bachelor's 
degree in geography science, Doumen began an 
initiative that would introduce community gardens
in Springfield to help combat food insecurity.

,

	 Doumen knew that with his agricultural 
background he could grow food at home like he 
did in West Africa. He runs the gardens with the 
intention of giving those with limited incomes and 
options alternative choices to fast food and processed 
food. At Motherland Gardens, they offer a variety 
of programs and services to support the community. 
The garden is run by volunteers. They offer gardening 
workshops and classes, as well as opportunities to 
help with planting, harvesting, and maintaining the 
garden. In addition to growing fresh produce, they 
also partner with local organizations to distribute 
food to those in need. Doumen believes that by 
working together, we can create a healthier and 
more sustainable community.
	 The Motherland Gardens is located at 815 S. 15th 
Street and has 66 raised beds with 40 different crops 
including veggies, ethnic food, fruit trees and grapes. 
For more information visit 
motherlandcommunityproject.org or email 
motherland.gcp@gmail.com or call 217-900-0876.

 Doumen began an initiative 
that would introduce 
community gardens in Springfield 
to help combat food insecurity.

	 Doumen is the owner and organizer of 
Motherland Community Gardens, a non-profit 
organization with a mission to improve the health 
of underserved communities in urban settings by 
addressing disparities in access to healthy fresh food 
while inspiring youth and communities to engage 
in urban agriculture and entrepreneurship. The 
vision is for a thriving community where everyone 
has equitable access to fresh and healthy food to live 
an active and healthy life. The organization targets 
areas primarily on Springfield’s east side which has 
difficulty accessing fresh produce. 

Doumen believes 

that by working 

together, we 

can create a 

healthier and 

more sustainable 

community.
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Adam Pallai of 
Springfield is an LLCC 
alum and also earned 
a bachelor’s degree in 
civil engineering. As 
vice-president of Martin 
Engineering, he serves as 
the project manager and 
engineer for numerous 
ongoing projects and as 
the state and federal 
grant administrator for 
various municipalities. 
He is an active member 
of local organizations 
including Springfield 
Lake Council of Clubs.

2024 LLCC Honored
Alum-David Western

 
– David Western

David Western, embedded software engineer 
for Lockheed Martin, is being recognized with 
the 2024 LLCC Honored Alumni Award. 
After graduating from LLCC, Western earned 
a bachelor’s degree in aerospace engineering 
from Missouri University of Science and 
Technology in 2019. During that time, he was 
a member of a spacecraft research team that 
supported a NASA-sponsored project. He then 
earned a master’s degree in space resources in 
2021 from Colorado School of Mines. 

2023 Honored Alum 
Huddleston Receives 
Award
Last year’s LLCC Honored Alum, 
Brice Huddleston, has been named as the 
Illinois Community College Trustees 
Association (ICCTA) Distinguished Alumnus 
co-recipient. The ICCTA Executive 
Committee created this special award in 2006 
to honor dedicated leadership in advocating 
for the needs of students and the Illinois 
community college system.

Congratulations David and Brice!

David Western 2024 LLCC Honored Alum

LEAGUE – 
The One Where People Give! 

The Foundation’s annual 
faculty and staff giving 
campaign known as 
LEAGUE kicked off on 
Professional Development 
Day, March 26 with a 
theme based on the 
popular Friends television 
series. LEAGUE is an 
acronym for Leaders 
Establishing Annual Gifts 
Underwriting Education. 
Faculty and staff were 
invited to enjoy lunch 
from one of the food 
trucks while listening to 
Gianna Hines, financial 
aid outreach specialist, 
perform songs from the 
90’s on her guitar. The 
more than 250 people 
in attendance were put 
to the test on their 
knowledge of the1990’s 
and Friends trivia.  
	 The LEAGUE 
Campaign kickoff is not 
just about fun. It’s an 
opportunity for faculty 
and staff to donate for 
the benefit of students 

2024 League Grant Recipients

Gianna Hines, financial aid 
outreach specialist singing

and LLCC programs. 
“They can make a gift 
via payroll deduction 
and designate it for a 
variety of purposes 
including the Pay It 
Forward student 
emergency assistance 
fund, scholarships, and 
internal grants,” says 
Karen Sanders vice 
president of 
Advancement and 
executive director 
LLCC Foundation. 
“It’s an opportunity for 
faculty and staff to give.” 
And give they do – 
almost a million dollars 
in the last 20 years. “We 
are so thankful for all 
that our faculty and staff 

League friends, LLCC 
professors, Leslie Stalter 
and Natasha Trame.

do for our students on a 
daily basis and through 
their generous gifts!” 

LLCC Public Relations and Marketing team at photo booth
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Spurs and Sparkles – 18th Annual Gala 
Boots, Stetsons and bling 
were on tap at the 18th 
Annual Gala held 
April 27 at Lincoln Land 
Community College. 
The theme Spurs and 
Sparkles gave the 250 
guests the opportunity 
to don cowboy hats and 
boots while some 
dabbled in sparkles. 
Attendees were greeted 
with a signature drink, 
delicious oysters and 
other tantalizing 
appetizers. A four-course 
gourmet meal was 
prepared and served by 
LLCC Culinary Arts and 
Hospitality Management 
students. There was a 
little boot scootin’ to be 
had thanks to 
entertainment by LLCC’s 
own Matthew Combs 
and the River Ramblers 
featuring Jennifer Ramm.	 	
	 The Gala not only 
raises important funds 
for programs at LLCC 
thanks in part to our 
generous sponsors, but it 
serves as part of the 
curriculum for Culinary 
Arts and Hospitality 
Management students. 
Thanks y’all for fixin’ to 
make this hoedown a 
hootin’ and hollering 
good time! 

Guests of Premier sponsor United Community Bank.
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Spurs and Sparkles Gala

Allie Dzierwa, LLCC scholarship recipient and student speaker LLCC Culinary Arts students and instructors.


