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Scholarships Offer Lifelines to 
Successful Learning

LLCC President Dr. Charlotte Warren and 2025-2026 scholarship recipients, left: Logan Daberkow, LLCC student scholarship 
recipient and speaker

Like many high school seniors, Logan Daberkow 
faced big decisions about his future. A top-ten 
graduate in a class of 260 at Southeast High School 
in Springfield, Logan was set to become the first in 
his family to attend college. His days were packed - 
balancing AP and dual credit courses, varsity 
baseball, and a part-time job in a pharmacy. He was 
planning for a large university experience, ready 
to move away. Then, life changed in an instant. In 
February, Logan lost his younger sister. Grief left 
him paralyzed, and for months, college plans
seemed impossible.
	 But during that difficult time, an unexpected 
opportunity opened a new door in the form of an 
Honors Trustees Scholarship at Lincoln Land 
Community College. He could attend LLCC nearly 
debt free while contemplating his next steps and 

more importantly giving him time to be there for 
his family. “Lincoln Land became more than a 
backup plan. It became a lifeline — a place where 
I could grow, learn, and begin again”, says Logan.
	 “Scholarships often serve as a lifeline for 
students,” explains Jill Siebert, scholarship 
coordinator. “It is deeply rewarding to support 
learners - whether they are recent high school
graduates or adults returning to school to pursue 
new career paths and provide for their families.”
	 If you know someone planning to attend LLCC 
in the fall of 2026 or spring of 2027, encourage 
them to apply for a scholarship. The average 
award is $1,500 and there is just one application
to be considered. The deadline is Feb. 15. 
Visit llccfoundation.org/scholarships to apply.

Lincoln Land 
became more than 
a backup plan. 
It became a lifeline 
— a place where I 
could grow, learn, 
and begin again.

https://llccfoundation.org/scholarships
https://llccfoundation.org/scholarships
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LLCC Giving Day Draws Support from Alumni, 
Faculty and Staff and Community

Lincoln Land 
Community College’s 
Giving Day is a day to 
promote the mission 
of the college – to 
transform lives and 
strengthen our 
communities through 
learning while raising 
crucial funds for 
students and programs. 

The annual Giving Day 
was Nov. 14 but it’s not 
too late to make an 
impact on students. 
	 “The LLCC 
community both far and 
wide has really been great 
partners in our efforts to 
help students succeed,”
says Karen Sanders 
VP of Advancement/

LLCC Radiography students

Chandra. She’s the first 
in her family to attend 
college, caring for her 
grandmother while 
pursuing her dream of 
becoming a nurse. Or 
for Brayden. When an 
illness hospitalized his 
father and the medical 

Thanks to your generosity, 
I am able to access resources 
and opportunities that can 
further enhance my 
learning experience. 
Taylor Staub
LLCC student

Foundation Executive 
Director. Gifts up to
$10,000 were matched 
by Dr. Charlotte Warren, 
LLCC president with 
a total of more than
$80,000 raised. 
	 It’s not too late to help 
support students like 

bills mounted, a 
scholarship helped him
pursue his education. 
These are the lives 
you help transform. 
Please visit 
LLCCFoundation.org/donate
to make your gift today. 

Your Generosity Just Became Even More Rewarding
Beginning in 2026, the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act (OBBBA) makes it easier than ever for your 
charitable gifts to make a difference!

•	 If you itemize: Donations are deductible once 		
	 they exceed 0.5% of your Adjusted Gross 		
	 Income (AGI). Example: With an AGI of 		
	 $100,000, aggregate gifts above $500 qualify 
	 for deduction.

•	 If you take the standard deduction: You can 
	 still deduct up to $1,000 (individual) or $2,000 		
	 (joint filers) for charitable contributions even if 		
	 you don’t itemize.

Nearly every supporter can now enjoy tax savings 
while helping LLCC students succeed. Your gift 
not only changes lives, it can also reduce your 
taxable income. Because this is an above-the-line 
deduction, it applies whether or not you itemize.
	 To maximize these benefits, consult a tax 
professional. Together, we can ensure your support 
goes further than ever before.

https://llccfoundation.org/scholarships
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LLCC Foundation Board Members Retiring

The annual Take and Create event held Nov. 7, 
featured a five-course gourmet dinner kit. LLCC’s 
hospitality and culinary arts students prepared the 
pre-ordered meals, boxed the kits and delivered 
them to vehicles curbside. Funds raised at this
event empowered us to provide maximum
flexibility for the college to support students and
meet our current priorities and needs.

LLCC's Hospitality and Culinary Arts students prepared and delivered curbside gourmet 
dinner kits to guests

LLCC Foundation 
Board members 
retiring at the end 
of this year:

Board Chair
Dan Wilcoxen

Treasurer
Joe Kulek

Board Member 
Phil Beeler

Not pictured: 
Lou Johnson
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