
 

   

 

www.LLCCFoundation.org  |  1  |  llccfoundation@llcc.edu 

WINTER 2025

Community Shares a Commitment to 
Student Success
When a community 
invests in its students, 
everyone benefits. At 
the heart of every 
thriving community is a 
commitment to education. 
The Lincoln Land 
Community College 
Foundation is excited 
to introduce new 
scholarships made 
possible by generous 
local donors who believe 
in the power of education 
to transform lives. These 
scholarships will help 
students across the 
college’s 15-county 
district access the 
opportunities they need 
to succeed. Scholarships 
assist students by 
alleviating the financial 
burden of tuition, 
textbooks and other 
educational costs.
	 Community friends 
have established 
scholarships for students 
who are residents of 
surrounding communities, 
aiming to foster local talent 
and ensure that students 
can pursue their academic 

goals without being 
hindered by financial 
constraints. “These 
scholarships prioritize 
residents, helping to build
a stronger local workforce
and economy by equipping 
students with valuable 
skills and knowledge," 
says Karen Sanders, 
VP of Advancement and
Foundation Executive 
Director. 
	 “In addition, these 
new scholarships encourage
students to stay close to 

home while receiving a 
quality education,” says 
Josh Collins, Assistant 
VP of Business Relations 
at LLCC. “This can foster
a sense of community as 
well as strengthen local ties 
and relationships. Moreover, 
students may have easier 
access to internships, 
networking opportunities 
and part-time jobs that 
align with their studies," 
adds Collins. 
	 Newly established 
scholarships include: 

• 	The Williamsville 
	 Community Foundation 		
	 Scholarship. Established 
	 in 1989, the Williamsville 
	 Community Foundation
	 is dedicated to fostering 		
	 goodwill, fellowship 
	 and education. It also 
	 supports historic 
	 preservation. This 
	 scholarship provides 
	 $2,000 to a Williamsville 		
	 High School graduate
	 enrolled in any of 
	 LLCC’s Workforce 
	 Institute programs. 
 

These scholarships 
prioritize residents, 
helping to build a 
stronger local 
workforce and 
economy by 
equipping students 
with valuable skills 
and knowledge.

• 	Truck Centers of 
	 Illinois established 
	 a scholarship for a 
	 first-time student in 
	 the diesel technologies 		
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	 program. Founded in 		
	 1970, Truck Centers, Inc. 
	 (TCI) was one of the first 
	 heavy truck dealers to 
	 receive a Freightliner 		
	 franchise in 1977. Their 		
	 network now consists 
	 of 10 full-service 
	 dealerships and two 		
	 satellite locations in 
	 the St. Louis metro area, 		
	 Illinois and Indiana. 
	 The TCI team has 
	 grown from 15 employees 	
	 to a team of more than
	 780 strong and dedicated 		
	 to its core values of 
	 premier customer care 
	 and quality service.		
•	 The Taylorville 
	 Chapter of the Illinois 
	 Foundation of Business 		
	 Women (IFBW),  		
	  

Scholarships (cont.)
	 founded in 1921 with		
	 a mission to support 
	 working women, recently 
	 concluded its operations. 	
	 Over the years, the 
	 organization expanded 
	 its mission to include 		
	 scholarships for 
	 continuing education, 		
	 advocacy for issues 
	 affecting working 
	 women and community 		
	 service. Upon closing, 
	 the chapter chose to 
	 utilize their funds to 
	 establish a scholarship 		
	 endowment for LLCC 		
	 students. The WISE 
	 Scholarship which 
	 stands for Women 
	 Inspiring Success and 
	 Empowerment aligns 
	 with LLCC’s mission
	

	 to transform lives and 
	 strengthen communities 		
	 through learning. 		
•	 The Elks Ladies Club 		
	 Lodge #158 was 
	 established in 1981 to 
	 support the Lodge’s 		
	 social and charitable 		
	 initiatives. This new 		
	 scholarship embodies 		
	 their mission and covers 		
	 fees and tuition for 
	 24 credit hours. First 
	 generation students 
	 or those with financial 
	 need are preferred. 
	 For more information 
about how scholarships 
impact LLCC students, 
please visit 
LLCCFoundation.org 
or call 217-786-2343.
 

In addition, these new scholarships 
encourage students to stay close to home 
while receiving a quality education.

In March, the LLCC Foundation will kick off the 
annual faculty and staff giving campaign known as 
LEAGUE. LEAGUE is an acronym for Leaders 
Establishing Annual Gifts Underwriting Education. 
Since 2003, faculty and staff have generously donated 
nearly $1 million to the LEAGUE Campaign for 
the benefit of students and programs at LLCC. 
Not only do our faculty and staff contribute to this 
internal campaign but many of them choose to 
donate on LLCC Giving Day as well.
	 LLCC Giving Day is a day designed to engage 
alumni, students, faculty, staff and friends to advance 
the mission of the college while raising critical funding 
for the needs of our students. More than $62,000 was 
raised from the last Giving Day on Nov. 15. 
Karen Sanders, VP of Advancement and LLCC 
Foundation Executive Director states, "We are 
continually inspired by the generosity of our faculty, 
staff and community friends. Each gift is a testament 
to the belief that education has the power to change 
lives and create lasting impact." 

Giving Starts at Home

We are continually inspired by the generosity of our 
faculty, staff and community friends. Each gift is a 
testament to the belief that education has the power 
to change lives and create lasting impact.
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Join us for the Havana Nights Gala 
on Saturday, May 3
For 19 years community friends have been 
supporting the students and programs at LLCC 
through the Foundation’s Annual Gala. Not only 
is this event a fundraiser to benefit students and 
programs, but it is also a learning experience for 
LLCC Hospitality Management and Culinary Arts 
students who prepare and serve the gourmet 
four-course meal to 250 guests. 
	 Dance the night away to a performance by 
Tambora, a Flamenco-influenced Latin band from 
Peoria. Preview the silent auction items by visiting 
LLCCFoundation.org/Gala. Exclusive auction 
packages include gourmet dinners, knife sets, 
theater tickets, St. Louis Cardinal baseball tickets, 
artwork and more! Items are still being accepted. 
For more information, please call the 
LLCC Foundation at 217-786-2255. 
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Lincoln Land Community College operates the 
only aviation mechanics program in central Illinois. 
Since 2001, LLCC has produced over 350 
graduates who supply the workforce of the local 
and regional airports, the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and several aircraft companies 
including Standard Aero, Brandt, Stellar Aviation 
and West Star Aviation. Employers have expressed 
the need for more skilled aviation mechanical 
workers. According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, the median salary for aviation 
mechanics/technicians is $75,400, and the expected 
growth rate is 5% over the next 10 years. For more 
information or to apply for this program, 
call 217-544-4965.

Did You Know?
LLCC’s Aviation Mechanics Program – A Central Illinois Exclusive


