Wri’cing the Personal Statement

A Personal Statement is a common part of a scholarship applica’tion. The LLCC Foundation
website explains: “The purpose of the personal statement is to give you an opportunity to
tell us important Jchings about yourself that are not addressed or apparent on the
application.” The personal statement allows a scholarship committee to learn more about
you as an o.pplico.n’c. It allows you to “sell’ your skills, abilities, and attributes. In order to
“sell’ yourself effec’cively, take time to draft a statement that expresses who you are and
Why you deserve to receive a scholarship.

Get Started

Do some pre-writing by jotting down answers to the following questions:

What are your 1ong—term career gocﬂs and educational
plans? What inspired you to choose this field of sfucly or
career? What do you hope to gain from LLCC and beyonol?

Brieﬂy describe yourself as a person and/or student.
What personal characteristics do you possess that would

enhqnce your prospects EOI SUCCQSS?

Are you involved in school or communify
organizations or teams? What honors or
recognition have you received?

What qccomphshments are you most prouol of? What
have you had to dig in and work hard to achieve?

What is your biggesf disqppoinfmenf or Iegref?
What did you learn about yourself and life?

What sets you apart from other students?

HOW dre you uniquely YOU?
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How would the scholarship monies benefit you? You may
include how you are finqncing your coHege education or
any personql or family circumstances qffecﬁng your need
for financial assistance.
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Organize and Draft

Onece you have done some pre-writing, begin c].ro.f’cing. Your personal statement should be well structured and

written to make you stand out from the rest of the applicqn’cs. The statement should present a picture of you as a

person, a student and a potential scholarship recipient. It is an opportunity to share your story.

INTRODUCTION (paragraph 1)

BODY (paragraphs 2 & 3)

scholctrship

CONCLUSION (paragraph 4)

Here are suggestions for organizing your statement in 4 simple paragraphs:

Grab the reader’s attention in your opening sentence. Provide basic information about who you are, where you are from,

and your fqmﬂy chkground Include any specicd circumstances qffecting your need for financial assistance.

This is where you begin to make your case. What have you done so far? Why did you choose to attend LLCC?
What is your mctjor? How did you choose your mct]'or? What are posiﬁve qucthﬁes, ctccomphshmenfs, work experience,
infernships, volunteer Work, 1ec101ership experience, extracurricular activities, personql problems you have overcome.

You don't have to address every question or point; the key is to focus on what makes you a goocl candidate for a

Connect your gocds with the opportunities receiving a scholqrship will provide What are your future plqns? Try to be
specific about plcms for pursuing your gocﬂs‘ Do you plcm to transfer? What is the highesf degree you hope to achieve
(ie. Associate, Bachelors, Masters, PhD.)? What are your career goqls? How do you plan to use your education to

This is your last chance to impress and persucde the reader. What impact would the scholarshlp have on your education

CLl'lCi your future7 Emphcmze Why you dre a gOO(ﬂ CCLl’lCildO.‘te to receive a scholqrshlp

~

+ Write in the first person.

+ Find a focus. This isn't a list or a rambling journal
Focus on a specific experience or characteristic and
explqin its importance in your current life.

+ Make your statement memorable. You want the

committee to remember you.

don't tell.

member, friend, the LLCC Writing Center.
» Be briefl Make sure you aren't repeating yourself.

u well.

+ Be specific. Support the things you say about yourself

and your experiences with specific exctmples Show,

+ Proofread!l Ask someone to review for you: a famﬂy

« Start your essay equy and take time to revise and write

~

entry.

+ Don't use cliches. Example: "I just want to help people.”

» Don't generalize; be specific when possible: Education is
« Don't mention pohticcﬂ or religious affiliation unless

+ Don't make lists of qccomphshmenfs, Instead, elaborate

+ Don't use ]oig words just to use them.

« Don't make up stories, exaggerate, or liel

/

an"c copy someone else’s words or ideas!

~

essential to a strong future, and I'd like to teach high

school in order to ensure that strong future for others.”
necessary.

on them with exqmples and stories.

/




